protection of the rights of patients in biology and medicine. Secondly, it is the first international legal instrument in this field that is binding on the signatory parties. The CHRB acknowledges rights such as privacy, the right to information and informed consent, among others. The ratification of the CHRB by Spain provoked the need for a reform of the existing legislation on health care because, on the one hand, many aspects of the GHL were in contradiction with the CHRB, and on the other, some of the new rights provided for in the latter were not yet acknowledged in any legal provision.
At national level, as a result of the evolution of the patients' rights and of the insufficiency of State legislation in this regard, several Autonomous Communities had already started to pass laws in areas such as that of clinical records, informed consent and prior instructions. 4 This situation has provoked a clear violation of the right to equal treatment laid down in the Constitution because these rights are guaranteed only for some citizens, which has made necessary to establish guidelines for their obligatory application throughout the Spanish territory. Similarly, the coexistence of Autonomic and State legislation such as Organic Law 15/1999 of 13 December 1999 on personal data protection 5 highlights the disperse and heterogeneous nature of health care legislation, a situation that the PRL now tries to resolve.
In conclusion, the PRL addresses the need to (i) comply with the provisions of the CHRB and to reform the GHL accordingly, (ii) establish basic provisions applicable throughout the Spanish territory as regards the rights of the patients so that all citizens enjoy the same guarantees and (iii) treat these issues in an uniform and integrated manner, avoiding diverging regulations. We analyse below in greater detail the main changes and also the main innovations introduced by the PRL.
The right to information
Chapter 2 of the PRL states the right to health information. Article 4.1 regarding health care information, provides that "Patients have the right, by virtue of any intervention in the scope of their health, to know any information available on their health, with the exceptions provided for in the law. Moreover, any person's will not to be informed shall be respected. Such information shall include at least the purpose and nature of each intervention, its risks and consequences, and, as a general rule, shall be provided verbally with a note being made in the clinical record". Article 6, with respect to epidemiological information further establishes that "Citizens have a right to know the health problems of the community when they imply a risk for public health or for their own individual health, and the right
